

mailto:white@ohiolegion.com

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
FACT SHEET

The American Legion has sponsored American Legion Baseball since 1925. The 2011 season marks the 86™ anniversary
of American Legion Baseball, which is an enviable accomplishment for any youth sports program. The goals of American
Legion Baseball are the development of team loyalty, respect for the rules, individual character, fitness, good citizenship,
and leadership qualities in young people.

American Legion Baseball is the oldest and largest nationwide, high school age — baseball program in America. Since
1925 over ten million teenagers have played American Legion Baseball. The first National Championship tournament was
held in 1926. In 2010, 5,410 teams were registered for tournament play and over 97,000 players, ages 15 to 19 participated
in the program.

On an average, 55 percent of all Major League Professional Baseball players played American Legion Baseball as
teenagers and nearly 90 percent of all college players. Since 1926, Major League Baseball has honored The American
Legion World Series Senior Champions at the Major League World Series, where the Commissioner’s Office annually
presents a plaque to The American Legion Champions on the field. =~ From 1988 to 1999, the American Legion World
Series Senior Championship game was telecast on ESPN. The 1999 Championship game was viewed in approximately
255,000 homes.

Annually, The American Legion National Headquarters spends over $1 million dollars to operate and host 64 teams that
qualify for the National Tournaments. Each year, 1,280 players and coaches on 64 teams compete at eight Regional
Tournaments. From 1998 — 2003, all Senior National Tournaments followed the Olympic Pool Play Round Robin format,
but in 2004, reverted back to a double elimination format. Attendance averages 75,000 paid admissions for the eight
Regional Tournament sites and 25,000 paid admissions at the World Series Tournament. American Legion Baseball is the
only amateur youth baseball program that funds 100 percent of the cost for hotels, transportation, meals, umpires and
baseballs for our National tournaments.

Major League Baseball has supported American Legion Baseball since 1926 and is a major donor to help offset tournament
expenses for American Legion teams at the Regional and World Series Tournaments. NOTE: There are no post-season
Regional tournaments or World Series for Junior Legion Baseball sponsored and supervised by the American Legion
National Headquarters.

A key sponsor of American Legion Baseball is Gatorade ™ Since 1986, Gatorade ™ has donated nearly $150,000 in
scholarship and program funds. At the Senior Regional tournaments, eight players are awarded a $1,000 scholarship from
Gatorade ™ One player selected at the American Legion Senior World Series receives a $2,000 Gatorade ™ Scholarship.

The American Legion National Headquarters established a scholarship trust fund for American Legion Senior Baseball
players. Each of the 50 states and Puerto Rico select a state player of the year, who each receives a $400.00 - $1,000.00
college scholarship from the American Legion.

The American Legion’s nearly 3 million members are committed to this nation’s youth. 14,000 local Posts of The
American Legion spent more than $25 million last year to conduct programs for young people in their respective
communities. American Legion Baseball is just one of several major youth programs sponsored by The American Legion
as an investment in America’s young people.

The American Legion sponsors American Legion Boys State and Boys Nation programs, which teaches government to
30,000 high school juniors each year. The American Legion sponsors more than 2,500 Boy Scout Troops, which helps
over 75,000 youngsters develop leadership skills through Scouting. The American Legion High School Oratorical Contest
encourages young men and women to learn about our United States Constitution and affords these students $138,000 in
scholarship monies each year. The American Legion Junior Shooting Sports Program teaches young men and women
about gun safety through a path of air rifle competition that can lead to an Olympic Gold Medal.

The latest American Legion scholarship program is the Samsung/American Legion Academic Excellence Program in
which 90 students across the nation are each awarded a $1,000 scholarship and the top seven students in this group are
awarded a $20,000 scholarship. The American Legion is committed to continuing to serve America to the best of each
member’s ability. The American Legion is committed to assisting needy and disabled veterans and their families, as well
as developing America’s Youth by giving them many opportunities to learn leadership on the baseball diamond, in a
classroom, or in front of an audience.



What is The American Legion?

The American Legion is the largest veterans’ organization in the world, with a
membership of more than 3 million in the United States, District of Columbia and seven
foreign countries.

All members of The American Legion are honorably discharged men and women who
served their country on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States during
World War I, World War 11, Korean, Vietnam, Lebanon, Grenada, Panama and Persian
Gulf Wars and Conflicts.

The American Legion was founded and organized in 1919. Since that time, The
American Legion has touched virtually every facet of American life, fulfilling its main
objective of service to the community, state and nation.

Last year alone:

Needy children and families received more than $6.9 million in cash and gifts.

Legion Posts provided over $2 million in emergency aid to veterans last year.
Deserving high school students were awarded $2.5 million in college scholarships.
Over $47 million was spent by The American Legion and its affiliated organizations for
the benefit of children and youth last year.

Local charity campaigns received over $12.5 million in donations from local Posts.
Legionnaires across the country donate more than a million hours each year in the
Veteran’s Administration “Voluntary Service Program” helping patients in VA Medical
Facilities.

Legion members donated over 2.5 million hours of service to their communities.
The American Legion has also, for many years, conducted programs which have been
designed to benefit the youth of our nation. Some of these programs are:

High School Oratorical Competition Legion Baseball

Boys State and Boys Nation American Education Week
Eagle Scout Scholarships Flag Education

Scholarship Information Substance Abuse Education
Junior Shooting Sports Program Special Olympics

Legion Child Welfare Foundation Missing Children
Temporary Financial Assistance Teen Suicide Prevention
National Emergency Fund Family Support Network

The American Legion is an organization that cares about
America and its Children!
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HIT A ®HOI\/IE RUN

W|th membershlp in The Amerlcan Legion

Over 2.9 m|II|on Amerlcan veterans havejomed the ranksas Leglon
members to make The American Legion the largest and most important

organization in the world.

We want all eligible veterans to belong.
The more members we have, the better able we are to
continue offering valuable membership benefits:

e Discounts on prescription drugs and eye care;

e Travel discounts and low interest credit cards;

e Affordable life insurance.

A larger membership also enables the Legion The

to continue fighting for veterans rights: American
e  Better healthcare for all veterans; Legion
e Improved education benefits. The future of the Legion:

It depends on men and women like

We Want YOU! and your friends.



JANUARY 1
FEBRUARY 6
MARCH 31

MAY 1
MAY 15

JUNE 5

JUNE 15

JUNE 25

JULY 1

JULY 5

JULY 10
JULY 16-18

JULY 17

JULY 19

JULY 24

JULY 25-29

AUGUST 4-8

2011

DATES TO REMEMBER

National Headquarters website at www.legion.org/baseball open for registration. See
(ENTERING A TEAM INTO AMERICAN LEGION COMPETITION - PAGE 20-21)
Baseball Rules Meeting for Department Commission, all District Chairmen, and Team
Managers (Senior & Junior).

Deadline to establish player’s legal residence and school enrollment figures.

Deadline for all Junior Teams to pay fees to their Regional Tournament Directors
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT INSURANCE AND PAY FEES TO NATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS BY MIDNIGHT. See (SUBMITTING INSURANCE & PAYING
FEES - PAGE 25)

Deadline for Player Transfer Form 76 & Team Declaration Form 77 submitted to the District
Chairman. All requests must be approved by the District Chairman and Zone Commissioner.
All teams should post a preliminary Online Team Roster on the National Website.
Preliminary Online Team Rosters completed. No players may be added after this date. The
“Team Packet” must be in the possession of the District Chairman by MIDNIGHT. Packet
includes Printout of Preliminary Online Team Roster, yellow copies of insurance certificates,
copies of all Player Agreement/Information Sheets (Form #2’s) and copies of Proof of
Age/Birth Certificates. DO NOT SUBMIT Online Team Roster until approved by District
Chairman. Once the District Chairman has reviewed Printout of Preliminary Online Team
Roster they will approve or approve with corrections. Then and then only, is the team
permitted to “Submit Roster,” or make corrections (including Upload photo) and then
“Submit Roster” on the National Website.

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN informs Zone Commissioner by MIDNIGHT a receipt of the
“Team Packet” from each team in the district. DISTRICT CHAIRMAN also informs Zone
Commissioner that each team’s roster has been checked and that roster has been submitted, in
some cases with corrections. DISTRICT CHAIRMAN sends Junior Teams’ “Team Packets”
on to the proper Junior Tournament Director.

DISTRICT CHAIRMAN sends one copy of the District Rules to the Zone Commissioner and
one copy to Department Headquarters.

ZONE COMMISSIONER informs Department Headquarters by MIDNIGHT that each
District Chairman has received the “Team Packet” from each team in their district. ZONE
COMMISSIONER also informs Department Headquarters that each team’s roster has been
submitted and recommends any corrections.

Junior Regional Tournament Champions must be determined by this date.
Junior State Tournament: Beavers Field, Lancaster, Ohio

Senior District/Area Champions must be determined by this date.

Certification of District Champions made to Department Headquarters by District Chairmen.
The “Team Packet” of the District Championship Team must be in Department Headquarters
via EXPRESS MAIL.

Senior District Champions arrive at the State Tournament site in accordance with the
schedule set by the Department Baseball Commission.

Senior State Tournament: Beavers Field, Lancaster, Ohio

Regional Tournament: Midland, Michigan

AUGUST 12-16 American Legion Baseball World Series: Shelby, North Carolina


http://www.legion.org/baseball

DEPARTMENT BASEBALL COMMISSION
Richard Beeker, ZONE A

4188 Reese Road (419) 287-4584
Pemberville, OH 43450

Edward Voisard, ZONE B
740 Augustus Street  (419) 394-4673
St. Marys, OH 45885

Charles Morris, ZONE C

520 2™ Street

(937) 778-0931

Piqua, OH 45356

Ted Sturzinger, ZONE D
1514 W. Bogart Road (419) 626-4745
Sandusky, OH 44870

DIRECT ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

DISTRICT CHAIRMEN

DISTRICT 1

DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 3

DISTRICT 4

DISTRICT 5

DISTRICT 6

Larry Adams (419) 592-9156
1402 Oakdale Drive
Napoleon, OH 43545

Thomas Clay (937) 492-2238
1445 Garfield
Sidney, OH 45365

John Galley (937) 773-3093
411 N. College Street
Piqua, OH 45356

Jack Aynes (859) 491-2587
321 Ludford Street
Ludlow, KY 41016

Mike Nye (419) 435-4230
155 U.S. Highway 23
Fostoria, OH 44830

Jim Welsh (740) 587-2439
534 Newburg Street
Granville, OH 43023

William Dilts, ZONE E
548 Bonnington Way (614) 476-6397
Gahanna, OH 43230

Jack Hill, Chairman & ZONE F
P.O. Box 257 (740) 896-2566
Lowell, OH 45744

Howard Frase ZONE G
9392 Benner Road (330) 855-4641
Rittman, OH 44270

Croft Merritt, Chairman Emeritus
1735 Stringtown Road (614) 329-3334
Lancaster, OH 43130

Gerald A. White, Americanism Director
P.O. Box 8007

Delaware, OH 43015

(740) 362-7478

(740) 362-1429 FAX

E-Mail: white@ohiolegion.com

DISTRICT 7 Jim Jadwin (740) 701-6937
1167 Stone Road — Box 10
Chillicothe, OH 45601

DISTRICT 8 Marvin Shamhart (740) 767-2121
11977 Bishopville Rd.
Glouster, OH 45732

DISTRICT 10 Bill Bridge (330) 386-9407
16396 State Route 267
East Liverpool, OHIO 43920

DISTRICT 11 Tom Siley (740) 434-5068
265 BF Goodrich Rd.
Marietta, OH 45750

DISTRICT 12 Mike Higgins (614) 208-4076
984 Military Drive
Galloway, OH 43119

NORTHEAST Bill Fink (440) 585-9889
Dist. 9,13, 29337 Beechwood Drive
& 14 Wickliffe, OH 44092


mailto:white@ohiolegion.com

DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION AND JURISDICTION

1. Ohio American Legion Baseball is divided into 14 geographic Districts, whose boundaries are the same
as the District boundaries of the American Legion Department of Ohio

2. American Legion Baseball Districts 9, 13, and 14 are combined into a NORTHEAST AREA with a
single winner determined from these Districts.

3. Ohio American Legion Baseball is under the supervision of the DEPARTMENT BASEBALL
COMMISSION, seven (7) members appointed annually by the Department Commander. One member,
as appointed by the Department Commander, serves as Commission (State) Chairman.

4. The Department Baseball Commission may prescribe Department Rules that may be more
restrictive than National American Legion Baseball Rules.

5. To assist District Baseball Chairmen and Team Managers, seven (7) geographic baseball ZONES are
established within the Ohio Department with the members of the Department Baseball Commission
serving as ZONE COMMISSIONERS.

6. The ZONE COMMISSIONERS have the responsibility to coordinate paperwork and resolve local
problems before the matter comes before the full Baseball Commission

7. The Zone Commissioner may through the District/Area Chairman, call a meeting of the District/Area
Chairman, Team Managers, and Coaches to clarify playing rules, eligibility, base schools, etc.

8. The District/Area Chairmen will notify the Zone Commissioner of the time and place of any
District/Area meetings.

The Zones served by members of the Department Baseball Commission as Zone Commissioners are as follows:

ZONE A: District 1 Richard Beeker
ZONE B: District 2 Edward Voisard
ZONE C: Districts 3 and 4 Charles Morris
ZONE D: District 5 Ted Sturzinger
ZONE E: Districts: 6, 7 and 12 William Dilts
ZONE F: Districts 8 and 11 Jack Hill
ZONE G: District 10 and the Northeast Area (Districts 9, 13 and 14) Howard Frase

A map outlining the Districts and Zones for American Legion Baseball will be found on the next page. The
addresses and telephone numbers of the Department Baseball Commission will be found on page 6.

SPECIAL ATTENTION: By action of the American Legion National Americanism Commission, The
Department of Ohio Baseball Commission shall have the power to disqualify or suspend anyone violating
Department or National Baseball Regulations.
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JUNIOR TOURNAMENT REGIONS

LAKE ASHTABULA

CUYAHOGA

_o_emnct‘-:'” | QNVOODL|  SANDUSKY | TERIE
PAULDING |

| LORAIN

SENECA | § HURON

JUNIOR TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS

Northeast ... District 5, 6, 9, 10, 13: To determined after the Rules Meeting in February
Franklin (F) County ... District 12: Michael Higgins (614) 208-4076

984 Military Drive, Galloway, OH 43119
Southwest ... District 3,4 & 7: Jeff Lanman (740) 474-7810

505 Northfield Drive, Circleville, OH 43113
Northwest ... District 1,2, 5 & 6: To determined after the Rules Meeting in February
Southeast ... District 8, 11: Al Beavers (740) 215-4155
& Junior State Tournament 830 Harding Avenue, Lancaster, OH 43130




GENERAL INFORMATION

PARTICIPATION IN AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL ISBY INVITATION OF THE OHIO AMERICAN LEGION.

IF APLAYER OR AMERICAN LEGION POST FEELS THEY CANNOT OPERATE WITHIN THE RULES OF AMERICAN
LEGION BASEBALL, THEN CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO PARTICIPATION IN ANOTHER YOUTH
BASEBALL PROGRAM.

1.

American Legion Baseball within Ohio shall be played under current official Major League Baseball Rules and Rules
set by the Ohio American Legion Baseball Commission and the American Legion National Headquarters.

NOTE: THE DEPARTMENT BASEBALL COMMISSION MAY PRESCRIBE DEPARTMENT RULES THAT
MAY BE MORE RESTRICTIVE THAN NATIONAL AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL RULES.

Senior American Legion Baseball competition for 2011 is open only to AMATEUR PLAYERS born on or after
JANUARY 1, 1992. Any player born before JANUARY 1, 1992, is not eligible for the 2011 season.

Junior American Legion Baseball competition for 2011 is only open to AMATEUR PLAYERS born on or after
JANUARY 1, 1994. Any player born before January 1, 1994 is not eligible for the 2011 season.

To be considered an Amateur for American Legion Baseball, a player must not:
a. Receive money, favors or gratuities, direct or indirect for playing baseball.
b. Accept money or favors for reimbursement of time lost at work while playing, or for expenses incurred while
playing.

c. Participate in an All-Star baseball game that is not approved by the Ohio Department Baseball Commission
Chairman.

d. Accept directly or indirectly money or any favors offered by anyone for their baseball services, past, or present.
This also applies to a player’s parents, trustees, guardians, etc.

e. Try out for any professional team without the written permission of their American Legion Baseball Manager or
Post Commander.

TOBACCO - the use of any form of tobacco by a player, coach, manager, or umpire while on the playing field, in the
dugout, on player benches, or in the bullpen is prohibited. Any individual violating this rule will be ejected from the
game.

ALL players must wear a double-flapped, ear-protective helmet while batting, running the bases, or on deck. All batting
helmets must have the NOCSAE seal visible on the outside of the helmet.
a.  All batboys or batgirls must wear a double-flapped, ear-protective helmet at all times while on the playing field.
All batting helmets must have the NOCSAE Seal visible on the outside of the helmet.
b. Base coaches must wear a standard batting helmet, with or without earflaps. Any person who refuses to do so
shall be given one warning then ejected from the game.
c.  Any helmet that is cracked or the inside padding worn or missing cannot be used and must be removed from the
game.

Catchers are required to wear, in addition to normal catcher’s protective equipment, a safety helmet, throat protector and
protective cup. All catcher’s masks must have a built in or attachable throat guard. Umpires shall halt any game until
this rule is complied with.
a.  When warming up a pitcher in the bullpen, the catcher must wear a mask.
b. ANY PERSON warming up a pitcher, either in or out of the bullpen, MUST wear such catcher’s mask as
described on above. ANY PERSON WHO REFUSES TO DO SO SHALL BE EJECTED FROM THE GAME.
c. Athird player must protect the bullpen from line drives and foul balls.

All teams must have a BASE SCHOOL for recruiting purposes.
See (PLAYER RECRUITMENT .......cccccueeee PAGE 41-45)
Due to National American Legion Rule and Insurance regulations, all American Legion teams can carry no more
the 18 players on their Form #1 Roster after the Form #1 Roster is officially submitted on the National website.

See (INSURANCE .....ccuvmeieieinrnrernenenacannnns PAGE 22-23)
March 31 is the deadline for the establishment of a player’s legal residence.
See (PLAYER RECRUITMENT) ..cccceviineiennnns PAGE 41-45)

Team managers may or may not be members of the American Legion. Coaches may be non-Legionnaires. THE
ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE OPERATION OF ANY AMERICAN LEGION TEAM
BELONGS TO THE SPONSORING AMERICAN LEGION POST THROUGH THE POST
COMMANDER.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

GENERAL INFORMATION (CONT.)
All American Legion Baseball players, including managers and coaches, must be in uniforms of the same color
and style in District play and all Tournament play thereafter.

The American Legion Baseball insignia MUST BE WORN on the LEFT SLEEVE or LEFT CHEST of the
uniform shirt. Any player, coach, or manager who violates this rule WILL BE REMOVED from the game. The
official American Legion Baseball insignia shall be the embroidered insignia carried by American Legion
National Emblem Sales.

Lettering identifying the Department, Post, Town, City or community sponsor may be worn on the front of the
uniform shirt. A number at least six (6) inches in height must be carried on the back of the uniform shirt.

Courtesy jackets (warm-ups or alternative jerseys), with embroidered American Legion Emblem patches, are
permitted. A uniform top must be worn under such attire. Coaches and players not in proper uniform shall be
restricted to the dugout.

Only those players and coaches registered on the Online Team Roster in uniforms of the same color and style are
permitted on the coaching lines and playing field. An adult should be in the dugout at all times.

Each American Legion Baseball Team will be covered by Team Accident and Liability Insurance, which has been
purchased online from the American Legion Agent of Record, the S.A. Van Dyk Company. Insurance coverage
will be for the entire season. A SEASON BEGINS WITH THE FIRST DAY OF TRY-OUTS OR PRACTICE,
WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. INSURANCE MUST BE OBTAINED BY MAY 15™. (Please refer to ITEM
#7 of this Section.)

The Department of Ohio is governed for recruiting purposes by American Legion Player Recruitment Rules,
PLAN “B”. See (PLAYER RECRUITMENT .......... PAGE 41-45)

Wood, metal, ceramic, or graphite bats may be used. No metal bat that is bent or dented shall be used.

a. Wooden bats are permitted under the Official Baseball Rules as authorized by the Commissioner of Major
League Baseball.

b. The maximum bat length will be 36 inches and the maximum bat diameter will be 2 5/8 inches.

c. The knob and end plug (if applicable) must be firmly attached.

d. A bat may not weigh numerically more than three units less than the length of the bat. (Example: a 34-inch
long bat cannot weigh less than 31 ounces.)

e. A non-wood bat must have an approved coded BESL certification mark on the barrel, certifying the bat is
legal for NHSF competition.

f.  For all games and practice, all non-wood bats must have a leather, rubber, or taped grip securely attached to
the bat handle.

Any bat that fails these specifications or, in the umpire’s judgment, has been altered to affect the distance factor or
cause an unusual reaction on the baseball shall be removed from the game and the batter shall be declared out. Base
runners shall not advance.

ONLY BATS MAY BE USED IN WARMING UP IN THE ON DECK AREA OR IN ANY OTHER AREA OF THE
PLAYING FIELD. Weighted and unweighted bats and devices designed to attach to and remain part of the bat, such
as weighted donuts and wind resistant foils, are permitted. The following ARE NOT permitted to be used: sledge
hammers, weighted pipes, and other heavy paraphernalia. Devices deemed unsafe by Umpires, Game, or Tournament
officials cannot be used.

15.

16.

17.

The American League Designated Hitter Rule as published by Major League Baseball will be used in all
Ohio American Legion Baseball District / Area Tournaments and State Tournaments.

Each team must have a first aid kit in the dugout at each game.
See (FIRST AID KIT........PAGE 53).

Posts or Districts planning an All-Star baseball game should contact the Ohio High School Athletic Association to
ensure that the player’s high school eligibility is protected.
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GENERAL INFORMATION (CONT.)

18. American Legion Baseball players or teams may participate in other amateur baseball programs during the regular
season subject to written approval from Department Headquarters PRIOR to participating in the second baseball

19

20

21.

22

23

program.
a.

Dual participation shall in no way interfere with a player’s responsibility to the American Legion
Baseball Team. Once tournament play has begun (District Tournament up to and through American
Legion World Series) permission will not be granted to participate in non-Legion sanctioned
tournaments, exhibition games, showcases or combines. The American Legion believes team loyalty is a
key ingredient for any team sport.

Any American Legion Baseball player missing any portion of an American Legion tournament because
of participating in a non-sanctioned tournament, exhibition game, showcase, or combine shall be
ineligible for all further post-season American Legion Baseball play.

. Under no circumstances, will any team play more than TWO (2) games in one day. Playing days begin at 8:00
AM local time.

. Suspended Games will be completed from the point of suspension.

a.

b.

When Games are suspended on one day and completed the following day(s) the pitcher shall be charged
for the innings pitched on that day.

Innings pitched on the next or following day(s) will also be charged to the next or following day(s). One
appearance will be charged unless there is a change of pitchers.

A suspended game completed on the following day will not count toward two (2) games in ltem #19.
These teams can still play an additional two (2) full games

Requests for interpretation of information found in this manual must be made in writing to the proper District

Baseball Chairman.

. Teams not submitting the Online Team Roster (Form #1) on the National website by June 25" are ineligible to
participate in Department competition.

. Every player must complete the Player Agreement/Information Sheet (Form #2), which is available on National
Website. Any American Legion Baseball player who fails to complete a Form #2 shall be disqualified from

playing.

See (PREPARATION OF THE PLAYER AGREEMENT .......c.c.c...... PAGE 27-30)

24. The parent or guardian of every player must complete Form #2 PARENT’S CONSENT AND RELEASE
(available on National Website). The National Form #2 MUST be notarized.

25

26.

26.

27

28.

See (PREPARATION OF THE PLAYER AGREEMENT ....cccccvevinene. PAGE 27-30)

. Any batboy or batgirl shall have the bottom portion of the Player Agreeent completed by a parent or guardian.

See (PREPARATION OF THE PLAYER AGREEMENT .....cccccvivinene. PAGE 27-30)

Players who are 18 years of age may be signed to a professional baseball contract in accordance with the rules of

professional baseball. Any player who signs a professional contract cannot be replaced on the Form #1

Roster.

In any American Legion baseball game, when lightning is observed in the area, the Umpire Chief will

immediately suspend play at the sight of the 1% flash and clear the playing surface. The resumption of play shall
be at the discretion of the Umpire Chief, whose decision is final.

. A maximum of three (3) Junior players are permitted to be registered on a Junior team Form #1 Roster
and Senior team Form #1 Roster at the same time, subject to all Department Rules and Regulations.

PERTAINING TO TRY-OUT CAMPS
a.

No American Legion Player shall be permitted to participate in any try-out camp conducted by any major
league or National Association club if such participation would interfere with any of the player’s
American Legion activities.

Participation in try-outs by American Legion players will only be permitted with a letter of approval
presented at the try-out which has been signed by the manager of the American Legion team or the Post
Commander of the Post the player represents in American Legion play.

No expenses or anything else of value shall be given, directly or indirectly, to any American Legion
player who participates in such try-out camps.
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SLIDE, COLLISION, AND MALICIOUS CONTACT RULES

Ohio American Legion Baseball, concerned for the welfare of the persons playing American Legion Baseball,
and further concerned for their protection on the playing field, has adopted the following “SLIDE RULE;”
“COLLISION RULE;” AND “MALICIOUS CONTACT RULE” which will be enforced in any Post, League,
County, District, or Department game.

FORCE-PLAY SLIDE RULE

The intent of the Force Play Slide Rule is to ensure the safety of all players. On a force play at ANY BASE
(including Home Plate) regardless of the number of outs, a slide will be illegal, the runner called out, and
immediately ejected from the game if:

1. The runner slides or runs out of the base line in the direction of a fielder.

2. The runner uses a rolling, cross-body slide and either makes contact with or alters play of the fielder.

3. The runners raised leg is higher than the fielder’s knee when the fielder is in a standing position.

4. The runner goes beyond the base and makes contact with or alters the play of the fielder.

5. The runner slashes or kicks the fielder with either leg.

6. Theslide is flagrant.

A LEGAL SLIDE by a runner can be either feet first or head first in a direct effort to touch the bag. If a runner
slides, the runner must have a hand or foot within reach of the base.

For the purpose of the American Legion Slide Rule, a catcher at Home Plate is also considered a fielder.

AMERICAN LEGION MANAGERS ARE URGED TO TEACH PLAYERS TO AVOID CONTACT WITH
FIELDERS.

COLLISION RULE

1. When there is a collision between a runner and a fielder who clearly is in possession of the ball, an
umpire shall judge:
a.  Whether the collision by the runner was avoidable (could the runner have reached base without
colliding) or unavoidable (the runner’s path to the base was blocked).
b. Whether the runner actually was attempting to reach the base (including home plate) or
attempting to dislodge the ball from the fielder.

PENALTY: If the runner attempts to dislodge the ball, the runner shall be declared out even if the fielder loses
possession of the ball. The ball is dead and all base runners shall return to the last base touched at
the time of the interference.

PENALTY: If the runner could have attempted to avoid the collision, the runner shall be declared out even if

the fielder loses possession of the ball. The ball is dead and all base runners shall return to the last
base touched at the time of the interference
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SLIDE, COLLISION, AND MALICIOUS CONTACT RULES (cont.)
RULING: If the fielder blocks the path of the base runner at any base/plate, the runner may make contact,
slide into, or collide with a fielder as long as the runner is making a legitimate attempt to reach the
base/plate.

RULING: If the collision by the runner was flagrant, the runner shall be declared out and ejected from
the game. The ball shall be declared dead.

2. If the defensive player blocks the base (including home plate) or base line clearly without the ball,
obstruction shall be called. The runner is safe and a delayed dead ball shall be called.

RULING:  If the runner collides flagrantly, the runner shall be declared safe on the obstruction but will be
ejected from the contest. The ball is dead.

MALICIOUS CONTACT

1. Any player who, in the judgment of the umpire, maliciously runs into another player is automatically
ejected from the game and declared out.

2. If there is any intentional and excessive force, or if there is any intent to injure another player, the
offending player shall be ejected from the game.

3. The malicious contact penalty will be enforced whether committed by an offensive or defensive player.
BATTER’S BOX RULE

To expedite the playing of American Legion Baseball games, the Department Baseball Commission has
implemented the following “BATTER’S BOX RULE.” Based on the National High School Federation Rule:

A BATTER SHALL NOT:

1. DELAY the game by failing to take their position promptly in the batter’s box within 20 seconds. The
batter must keep at least one (1) foot in the batter’s box throughout the time at bat.

2. EXCEPTIONS: A batter may leave the batter’s box when:

The batter swings at a pitch.

The batter is forced out of the box by a pitch.

The batter attempts a “drag bunt.”

The defensive team feints or attempts a play at any base

The pitcher leaves the dirt area of the pitching mound or takes a position more than five (5) feet from
the pitching rubber after receiving the ball.

A member of either team requests and is granted “time.”

The catcher leaves the catcher’s box to adjust equipment or give defensive signals.

oo o
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PENALTY: For failure of the batter to be ready within 20 seconds after the ball has been returned to the
pitcher, the umpire shall call a strike.

PENALTY: If the batter leaves the batter’s box and none of the above exceptions apply, the plate umpire shall
charge a strike to the batter. The pitcher need not pitch and the ball remains alive.
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DISTRICT/AREA ORGANIZATION AND JURISDICTION

Ohio American Legion Baseball is divided into 14 geographic Districts, whose boundaries are the same
as the District boundaries of the American Legion Department of Ohio.

Senior & Junior District play is under the supervision of a DISTRICT BASEBALL CHAIRMAN
appointed annually by the District Commander.

Each District MUST have a District Baseball Commission, appointed annually by the District
Commander, comprised of the District Commander, District Baseball Chairman and at least one other
Legionnaire appointed by the District Commander. The District Americanism Chairman may serve as
an Ex-Officio member of the Commission.

District Commanders shall appoint the District Baseball Commission prior to SEPTEMBER 1 of each
year and certify their names, addresses and phone numbers to Department Headquarters no later than
September 10 of each year.

DISTRICT BASEBALL CHAIRMEN ARE NOT PERMITTED TO COACH OR MANAGE ANY
SENIOR OR JUNIOR TEAM CERTIFIED FOR AMERICAN LEGION COMPETITION UNLESS
APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT BASEBALL COMMISSION.

D.

The District Baseball Commission shall set the final registration date within the District to be no later
than June 15. On or before June 25 the District Baseball Chairman will inform the Zone
Commissioner that each team roster has been submitted and checked.

For the purpose of tournament play, Districts 9, 13 and 14 are combined into the NORTHEAST AREA
to determine a champion. The District Baseball Chairman with the greatest number of registered teams
among Districts 9, 13, and 14 will serve as the NORTHEAST AREA Chairman.

Each District/Area Chairman is charged with setting a schedule of play within their District/Area that
will determine a Senior or Junior District/Area tournament champion. All Junior Regional
tournament champions must be determined no later than July 10, 2011 and Senior District/Area
champions no later than July 17, 2011.

Each District/Area Chairman shall establish rules for Senior or Junior District/Area Tournament play.
A copy of these rules shall be forwarded to the Zone Commissioner and the Department Americanism
Director before the start of play within the District/Area.

ANY DISTRICT CHAIRMAN MAY DECLARE ALL OR PART OF THAT DISTRICT
CLOSED TO OUTSIDE RECRUITING. All closures must be in writing and approved by the Zone
Commissioner by May 15" with a copy provided to Department Headquarters.

A copy of the Rules for District/Area play shall be filed annually with the Zone Commissioner and the
Department Baseball Commission by July 1.

The Zone Commissioner may, through the District/Area Chairmen, call a meeting with the District
Chairman and Team Managers to clarify playing rules, eligibility, base schools, etc.

The District/Area Chairman will notify the Zone Commissioner of the time and place of any District
Baseball meeting. (SEE DEPARTMENT BASEBALL COMMISSION, PAGE 7-8)
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